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Viral Hepatitis in NC (ncdhhs.gov)

https://epi.dph.ncdhhs.gov/cd/hepatitis/ViralHepatitisNorthCarolinaComprehensiveResponseRecommendations_2_18_2022.pdf
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HEPATITIS B – 

TESTING UPDATE



Hep B Testing – CDC Guidance

• Expanded screening recommendation March 2023

• Screen all adults at least once

• Continue screening during each pregnancy

• Offer re-screen and vaccination to higher risk groups

• Ex. Incarceration, hx STI or multiple sex partners, HCV 
positive

• Use the “Triple Panel” to test

• Hepatitis B surface antigen, surface antibody, and core 
antibody total



The Triple Panel - Interpretation

• Surface antigen = Infection

• Core antibody = Exposure

• Surface antibody = Immunity



HBV/HAV Testing at SLPH

• Have used the Abbott Architect CMIA technology since 

2013

• Moving to the new Abbott Alinity instrumentation (made 

this transition for HIV/HCV in August 2022)

−HBsAg (Hepatitis B Surface Antigen)

− anti-HBs (Hepatitis B Surface Antibody)

− anti-HBc (Hepatitis B Total Core Antibody)

− anti-HBcIgM (Hepatitis B Core IgM Antibody)

− anti-HAVIgM (Hepatitis A IgM Antibody)



Note on HBsAg

• All reactives are repeated using the confirmatory test

• Confirmatory test is not orderable by itself, just a reflex

• Confirmatory=neutralization, distinguish specific from 

nonspecific binding

• Confirmatory test considered the definitive test



CMIA Technology

Courtesy of Abbott Diagnostics



HBV Markers

Zero to Finals, “Understanding Hepatitis B Serology Results”



HBV Kinetics Acute and Chronic

Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health, 2018.



HAV Markers

Interpretation of Laboratory Test Results, CDC



Changes Accompanying Move to New Instrument

• No changes to specimen collection or acceptance

−Serum must be received cold (2-8C) within 4 days of collection

−Continue to utilize the same DOA Medical Courier process 

currently in place

−Still requesting prior approval for HAV testing related to an 

outbreak (call Epi On Call 919-733-3419)

• Fewer Panels→ Only now 3 to choose from (down from 9)

• No changes made to first page of requisition, changes are 

to second page order chart only



New Ordering



SLPH Hepatitis Website: 

• https://slph.dph.ncdhhs.gov/virology-

serology/serology.asp

https://slph.dph.ncdhhs.gov/virology-serology/serology.asp
https://slph.dph.ncdhhs.gov/virology-serology/serology.asp








IMPORTANT

• Will go-live November 20, 2023

• All specimens received for HAV/HBV Testing after go-live 

must include the new form

• Any submitters from whom specimens received with the 

old form after that date will be called and asked to fax a 

new form

• New form will be available on the website prior to go-live 

(shooting for November 15, 2023)

• PLEASE DESTROY ALL OLD FORMS AFTER THIS DATE



Questions?
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